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Lo N DON, March the 6" 1732. 
SIR, 


8 Flatter'd my ſelf, when J heard 
vou was to preach before the 
_ Lozv-Marox and AL DER. 
MEN, that you had to much good 
Senſe, to utter Invective againſt any Set of 
Men; but I was much diſapointed when I 


had 


141 
had read your Sermon, and am ſorry to find 
that Party- Prejudice ſo much prevails among 
the Clergy: Vou tell us, that we ſhould be 
mindful to beware of thoſe Principles and 
Practices which led to ſuch Confuſion; and 
caution us to arm Our ſelves with the grea- 
ter Care, againſt the Deſigns of thoſe Perſons 
who would eſpouſe and recommend them. 
Before we can poſſibly follow this Advice, 
we muſt know what caus'd theſe Confuſions 
ſo complain'd off Though the Murder of 
King CHARLES the I. is not to be defended 
on any Account, yet if we look impartially 
into the Hiſtory of thoſe: Times, we ſhall 
find that the Spring of it, was from the 
| Kings ſtretching his Prerogative contrary to 
Law: You ſeem ſurpriz'd at ſome Men for 
| magnifying the Failings of the King, and at 
ee the 
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the ſame Time palliating and excuſing the un- 
natural Method of expoſtulating with him 
by Force of Arms, unleſs they were diſpos'd 
to repeat the fame Extravagancies when 
Occaſion offers. Let but any impartial Man 
read C/aren1on's Hiſtory of the Rebellion, 
and Whitlock's Memorials, and I verily be- 
lieve he will judge quite different, from you, 
and own that the former has hafdly, repee- 
ſented one Fact on the Side of the Parlia- 
ment, and little elſe but Panegyrick on the 
Side of the Ring: You ſezm to wonder from 
what Motive Any with to blot out the Me- 
mory of this Day : Jam free to own the 
Reaſon, that I and a great Number of true 
Friends to Liberty, wiſh to ſee this Day no 
longer kept. viz. That its greatly abus'd, by 
ſpreading abroad among the People the baſeſt 

B Calum- 


187 

Calumnies and ſowing the Seeds of Sedition 
among Mankind, inſtead of recommending 
Love and Charity, Which ſeems to be at a 
very low Ebb in this World. Vou complain 
that mean Arts have been us'd to depreciate 
the Hiſtory of the Rebellion, I think it has been 
ſufficiently prov'd to be interpolated ; I only 
Juſt touch on theſe Things in my Way, to what 
[ ſhould think the moſt exceptionable Part of 
your Sermon, and what I delign'd chiefly to 
remark on: You expect, you ſay, nothing but 
Ruin and Confuſion from thoſe Enemies of 
your Eſtabliſhment, who are continually 
_ graſping after Truſt and Power, and not con- 
tent with the Indulgence, the Laws allow, 
ſhall firſt get up to a Level with you, and 
after that, deny you any Equality with them. 
For Gods-ſake why muſt we be branded with 

the 
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the Name of Enemies to your Eſtabliſhment. 
I can aſſure you in the Name of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, we are not, we wiſh you a full 
Enjoyment of all your civil and religious 
Privileges, though you are for depriving 
us of ours: We graſp after no Power, nor 
Truſt, but only deſire, in common with the 
Reſt of our Fellow Subjects, to be in a Ca- 
pacity of ſerving our King and Country, for 
whom we have the higheſt Regard, as good 
Subjects, and Engliſhmen. Look nearer, at 
Home, Sir, are not the Clergy continually 
thirſting after Riches and Honour? Witnels, 
the ſhameful Pluralities of Livings, and Love 
of Tranſlations, ſo contrary to the Spirit of 
the Apoſtles, whom they pretend to ſucceed 
in a regular Succeſſion. You ſeem to think 
it's more than we deſerve, to have the Li- 

berty 
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berty of worſhipping God in our own Way 
but we apprehend we have an undoubted 
Right, as long as we behave peaceably and 


quietly, to be freed from all incapacitating 
Laws, this Affair has been ſet in a true 


Light, in a late Pamphlet entitled The Diſ- 
pute better adjuſted, in Anſwer to The Dif- 


pute adjuſted, to which I refer you for your 
full Conviction : But there is one Hardſhip 


which we lie under by the Teft-A&, which 
| can't help obſerving, and I ſuppoſe you 
have forgot or never heard off, we are oblig'd 
to take the Sacrament in the CHuncy of 
ENGLAND, to qualify us for any Place of 
Profit or Truft under the Government ; now 
a Sheriff of a County, being a Place of Truſt, 
though no Profit, we muſt, when nominated 
by the Nang, ſerve, though contrary to our 


Con- 
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Conſcience, we thinking it pnlawful to receive 
the Sacrament, as a Qualification for a civil 
Employment, or as a Stepping Block to Pre- 
| ferment, and beſides to the Prejudicing our 
| Eſtates, judge you then with impartiality, if 
. for once you can, Whether it's not reaſonable 
this Act ſhould be repeal'd, and whether all 
good Men, of any Party whatſoever, would 
not uſe the beſt of their Endeavours to pro- 
mote ſo good an End. It is to be hoped and 
reaſonably-expected, that the Wiſdom of our 
Governours will from the Experience of for- 
mer Times, keep us no longer under thoſe 
Reſtriants which we have fo long labour'd | 
with ; and I am ſure, we ſhall never have it | 
in our Inclination, to diſturb the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, but both them and us, will, I | 
hope, enjoy our civil and religious Liberties, 
C *. and 


10 J 

and be the Glory and Praiſe of the Refor- 
mation. How widely different is your De- 
ſires? You would have us ſtill kept under Re- 
ſtraints, and your ſelves to enjoy in full Per- 
fection your civil and religious Liberties, is this 
the Spirit and Temper, which our Saviour 
recommends? Excuſe me Sir, if I think it is 
quite the Contrary, he would have his Diſci- 
ples and followers a free People, would have 
none preſs'd into his Service; With what 
Face can you repeat that Golden Rule of our 
Lords, of doing to others, as you Wiſh they 
ſhould do to you, when you deſire a Conti- 
nuance of your Liberties, which you deny to 
your Fellow Chriſtians, and Fellow Subjects 
I hope our Governours will not think that 
their Wiſdom to fellow, which you recom- 
mend. to them: We are thankful to Provi- 

> dence. 
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vidence for the Liberties we enjoy, but can't 


think Our ſelves any Ways oblig'd to Per- 


ſons of your Complexion, who make CHriſt's 


Kingdom to be of this World, when he ex- 
preſly ſays, it is not. It was not my Deſign 
to remark upon your whole Sermon, but 
theſe few P aſſages, which J have done with 


Impartiality. I hope you will excuſe this 


Freedom from 


Your Humble Servant, 


A PROTESTANT DISSENTER; 
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